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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record is made below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Scott Schmok on November 9, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of analyzing 
a data source that includes a plurality of household records, wherein the data source is 
determined to not be a subset of a reference file that includes a plurality of reference file 
records , said method comprising: 

d e t e rmin i ng that th e data sourc e i s not a subs e t of a r e f e r e nc e fi le , th e r e f e r e nc e 

fi le i nc l ud i ng a plura li ty of r e f e r e nc e fi le r e cords; 

i n r e spons e to d e t e rmin i ng that th e data source is not a subs e t of th e r e f e r e nc e 
fUe^-retrieving, from a nonvolatile storage area, a sample quantity of household records 
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included in the data source, wherein the sample quantity of household records does no 
include all of the plurality of household records included in the data source; 

comparing a name and address included in each of the sample quantity of 
household records to the plurality of reference file records, the comparing resulting in 
matched household records whose name and address are included in one or more of 
the sample quantity of household records and also included in one or more of the 
reference file records; 

determining, based upon the matched household records, whether the data 
source is balanced, signifying that the matched household records represents the data 
source; 

adjusting, based upon determining whether the data source is balanced, the 
sample quantity of household records such that, after performing again the comparing 
and the determining using the adjusted sample quantity of household records, the 
matched records corresponding to the adjusted sample quantity of household records is 
balanced and represents the data source; 

generating a comparison master file based upon the adjusted sample quantity of 
household records, the comparison master file including a portion of the plurality of 
household records included in the data source; 

analyzing, i n r e spons e to th e ana l yz i ng, the comparison master file using the 
reference file; 

selecting a data source vendor corresponding to the data source in response to 
the analyzing; and 
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providing the selection of the data source vendor to a user. 

Claim 2. (Previously Presented) The method as described in claim 1 wherein 
the generating further comprises: 

determining a match proportion based on the adjusted sample quantity of 
household records and the matched household records corresponding to the adjusted 
sample quantity of household records; 

calculating a new source file sample quantity by dividing the adjusted sample 
quantity of household records by the match proportion; and 

matching the name and address of the household records included in the new 
source file sample quantity to the reference file records, the matching resulting in the 
comparison master file. 

Claim 3. (Original) The method as described in claim 1 further comprising: 
retrieving a rule corresponding to an element in the data source; 
determining whether the element in the data source approximates a 

corresponding value in the reference file based on the retrieved rule; and 
assigning match to the element in response to the determination. 

Claim 4. (Previously Presented) The method as described in claim 1 further 
comprising: 
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calculating a first bias value based upon matching one or more elements of 
household records included in the comparison master file to one or more elements 
included in the reference file records. 

Claim 5. (Previously Presented) The method as described in claim 4 further 
comprising: 

calculating a second bias value based upon matching one or more elements of 
household records from a second data source to one or more of the reference file 
records; and 

wherein the selecting includes comparing the first bias value to the second bias 

value. 

Claim 6. (Canceled). 
Claim 7. (Canceled). 

Claim 8. (Currently Amended) An information handling system comprising: 
one or more processors; 
a memory accessible by the processors; 

one or more nonvolatile storage devices accessible by the processors; 
a data source handling tool to manage a data source stored on one of the 
nonvolatile storage devices that includes a plurality of household records, wherein the 
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data source is determined to not be a subset of a reference file that includes a plurality 
of reference file records, the data source handing tool including: 

m e ans for d o t o rmining that th e data sourc e is not a subs e t of a ref o ronco fi l o, th e 

roforonc e fi lo i nc l uding a p l ura li ty of refer e nce fil e r e cords; 

i n r e sponse to det e rmining that th e data sourc e is not a subs e t of the ref e r e nc e 

filer means for retrieving, from a nonvolatile storage area, a sample quantity of 
household records included in the data source, wherein the sample quantity of 
household records does no include all of the plurality of household records included in 
the data source; 

means for comparing a name and address included in each of the sample 
quantity of household records to the plurality of reference file records, the comparing 
resulting in matched household records whose name and address are included in one 
or more of the sample quantity of household records and also included in one or more 
of the reference file records; 

means for determining, based upon the matched household records, whether the 
data source is balanced, signifying that the matched household records represents the 
data source; 

means for adjusting, based upon determining whether the data source is 
balanced, the sample quantity of household records such that, after performing again 
the comparing and the determining using the adjusted sample quantity of household 
records, the matched records corresponding to the adjusted sample quantity of 
household records is balanced and represents the data source; 
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means for generating a comparison master file based upon the adjusted sample 
quantity of household records, the comparison master file including a portion of the 
plurality of household records included in the data source; 

means for analyzing, i n r e spons e to th o ana l yz i ng, the comparison master file 
using the reference file; 

means for selecting a data source vendor corresponding to the data source in 
response to the analyzing; and 

means for providing the selection of the data source vendor to a user. 

Claim 9. (Previously Presented) The information handling system as described 
in claim 8 further comprising: 

means for determining a match proportion based on the adjusted sample quantity 
of household records and the matched household records corresponding to the 
adjusted sample quantity of household records; 

means for calculating a new source file sample quantity by dividing the adjusted 
sample quantity of household records by the match proportion; and 

means for matching the name and address of the household records included in 
the new source file sample quantity to the reference file records, the matching resulting 
in the comparison master file. 

Claim 10. (Original) The information handling system as described in claim 8 
further comprising: 
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means for retrieving a rule corresponding to an element in the data source; 
means for determining whether the element in the data source approximates a 
corresponding value in the reference file based on the retrieved rule; and 

means for assigning match to the element in response to the determination. 

Claim 1 1 . (Previously Presented) The information handling system as described 
in claim 8 further comprising: 

means for calculating a first bias value based upon matching one or more 
elements of household records included in the comparison master file to one or more 
elements included in the reference file records. 

Claim 12. (Previously Presented) The information handling system as described 
in claim 11 further comprising: 

means for calculating a second bias value based upon matching one or more 
elements of household records from a second data source to one or more of the 
reference file records; and 

wherein the selecting includes comparing the first bias value to the second bias 

value. 

Claim 13. (Canceled). 



Claim 14. (Canceled). 
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Claim 1 5. (Currently Amended) A computer program product stored on a 
computer operable media, the computer operable media containing instructions for 
execution by a computer, which, when executed by the computer, cause the computer 
to implement a method for selecting a data source vendor by analyzing a data source 
that includes a plurality of household records, wherein the data source is determined to 
not be a subset of a reference file that includes a plurality of reference file records, the 
method comprising: 

det e rm i ning that th e data sourco is not a subs e t of a referenc e fi lo , th o r o foronc e 

fi l o i nclud i ng a plura li ty of r e f e r e nce fi le r e cords; 

i n respons e to d o tormining that th e data source i s not a subset of tho refer e nce 
ffterretrieving, from a nonvolatile storage area, a sample quantity of household records 
included in the data source, wherein the sample quantity of household records does no 
include all of the plurality of household records included in the data source; 

comparing a name and address included in each of the sample quantity of 
household records to the plurality of reference file records, the comparing resulting in 
matched household records whose name and address are included in one or more of 
the sample quantity of household records and also included in one or more of the 
reference file records; 

determining, based upon the matched household records, whether the data 
source is balanced, signifying that the matched household records represents the data 
source; 
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adjusting, based upon determining whether the data source is balanced, the 
sample quantity of household records such that, after performing again the comparing 
and the determining using the adjusted sample quantity of household records, the 
matched records corresponding to the adjusted sample quantity of household records is 
balanced and represents the data source; 

generating a comparison master file based upon the adjusted sample quantity of 
household records, the comparison master file. including a portion of the plurality of 
household records included in the data source; 

analyzing, i n r e spons e to th e ana l yz i ng , the comparison master file using the 
reference file; 

selecting a data source vendor corresponding to the data source in response to 
the analyzing; and 

providing the selection of the data source vendor to a user. 

Claim 16. (Previously Presented) The computer program product described in 
claim 15 wherein the method further comprises: 

determining a match proportion based on the adjusted sample quantity of 
household records and the matched household records corresponding to the adjusted 
sample quantity of household records; 

calculating a new source file sample quantity by dividing the adjusted sample 
quantity of household records by the match proportion; and 
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matching the name and address of the household records included in the new 
source file sample quantity to the reference file records, the matching resulting in the 
comparison master file. 

Claim 17. (Original) The computer program product as described in claim 15 
wherein the method further comprises: 

retrieving a rule corresponding to an element in the data source; 

determining whether the element in the data source approximates a 
corresponding value in the reference file based on the retrieved rule; and 

assigning match to the element in response to the determination. 

Claim 18. (Previously Presented) The computer program product described in 
claim 1 5 wherein the method further comprises: 

calculating a first bias value based upon matching one or more elements of 
household records included in the comparison master file to one or more elements 
included in the reference file records. 

Claim 19. (Previously Presented) The computer program product described in 
claim 18 wherein the method further comprises: 

calculating a second bias value based upon matching one or more elements of 
household records from a second data source to one or more of the reference file 
records; and 
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wherein the selecting includes comparing the first bias value to the second bias 

value. 

Claim 20. (Canceled). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-5, 8-12, and 15-19 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The cited 
prior art, taken alone or in combination, fails to teach the claimed invention as set forth 
in claims 1-5, 8-12, and 15-19. 

Specifically, the invention set forth in claims 1-5, 8-12, and 15-19 is directed to a 
method, system and computer program product of analyzing a data source that includes 
a plurality of household records, wherein the data source is determined to not be a 
subset of a reference file that includes a plurality of reference file records, comprising 
the steps of: 

retrieving, from a nonvolatile storage area, a sample quantity of household 
records included in the data source, wherein the sample quantity of household records 
does no include all of the plurality of household records included in the data source; 
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comparing a name and address included in each of the sample quantity of 
household records to the plurality of reference file records, the comparing resulting in 
matched household records whose name and address are included in one or more of 
the sample quantity of household records and also included in one or more of the 
reference file records; 

determining, based upon the matched household records, whether the data source 
is balanced, signifying that the matched household records represents the data 
source; 

adjusting, based upon determining whether the data source is balanced, the 
sample quantity of household records such that, after performing again the comparing 
and the determining using the adjusted sample quantity of household records, the 
matched records corresponding to the adjusted sample quantity of household records is 
balanced and represents the data source; 

generating a comparison master file based upon the adjusted sample quantity of 
household records, the comparison master file including a portion of the plurality of 
household records included in the data source; 

analyzing the comparison master file using the reference file; 

selecting a data source vendor corresponding to the data source in response to 
the analyzing; and 

providing the selection of the data source vendor to a user. 
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4. The closest prior art on record, Rabianski, teaches the steps of analyzing a data 
source to a reference file, matching records from the data source to reference file 
records, and adjusting the data source. Rabianski does not teach the steps of 
determining whether a data source is not a subset of a reference file, retrieving a 
sample quantity of household records from the source data, determining whether a 
determining whether the data source is balanced, adjusting the sample quantity of 
records, generating and analyzing a comparison master file, and selecting a data 
source vendor in response to the analysis of the comparison master file. Rabianski also 
does not teach the matching of specific fields, as in the claimed invention (name and 
address). 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Grittiths (U.S Patent #5,956,724) teaches a method for compressing a data file 
using a separate dictionary file. A second file is sampled at predetermined locations, 
and a dictionary database is created. The first file is compared to the dictionary 
database to locate any matches that exist between the first file and the stored samples 
of the dictionary database. 

Lamburt et al. (U.S Patent #6,374,21) teaches data merging techniques. A 
plurality of data records is parsed to seek matching phone numbers and zip codes. 

Kabasakalian et al. (U.S Patent #6,745,21 1) teaches a method and system for 
verifying and correcting data records in a database. An unverified data record is 
compared with a reference data file record to identify a matching reference data record. 

Kane et al. (U.S Patent #6,389,429) teaches a system and method for generating 
a target database from one or more source databases. To determine whether a given 
source database record represents the same audience member represented by a 
record of the target database, comparisons are made of various fields of the respective 
databases to identify the most closely-matching target database record. 

Camarillo (U.S Patent #6,970,880) teaches a system and method for creating 
and maintaining data records to improve accuracy thereof. Equivalent records are 
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identified by querying normalized data records. The fields in the normalized data 
records include phone numbers, and addresses. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter Choi whose telephone number is (571) 272 6971 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (571) 272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





November 9, 2006 



SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



